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Darlington County First Steps Acquires Funding to Continue Advancing Equity in Reproductive 
Health Among Young People 

Darlington County- Darlington County First Steps (DCFS), located in Hartsville, SC was awarded 
funding as a grantee of Fact Forward (formally The SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy) to continue 
their work in the advancement of knowledge and increased access to reproductive services for young 
people in Darlington County. 

For years, DCFS focused on reducing the number of teen pregnancies in Darlington County. As a result 
of the work implemented which included evidence-based programs and access to condom distribution in 
the community, teen pregnancy rates as of 2020 had drastically decreased in Darlington County. While 
teen pregnancy rates have decreased amongst young people, sexually transmitted diseases and sexually 
transmitted infections. At the last release of data in 2020, Darlington County was ranked 3rd in the state 
for gonorrhea and 5th in the state for chlamydia with 1 being the highest and 46 being the lowest. South 
Carolina ranks 4th highest for both gonorrhea and chlamydia. 

Project IMPACT (Implementing Meaningful Programs Across Communities Together) will ensure that 
young people, with a focus on college students, have equitable access to community services through 
referrals and education. The education will be provided through Plan A, a 22-minute educational video 
which displays the lives of young people who make different decisions regarding their 
reproductive/sexual wellness followed by the outcomes of each of their decisions. The video is followed 
by two short surveys which collect more information on what they learned from the video and what 
services they may need. After completion of the video and two surveys, participants will receive a $25 
gift card. 

Community Health Manager/Family Planning Health Worker, Mrs. Whitney Davis, will continue to lead 
these efforts. 

For more information or to schedule an event with your youth, please visit: 
www.darlingtoncountyfirststeps.org or contact Mrs. Davis at 843.639.3090 or 
wdavis@darlingtoncountyfirststeps.org.  
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